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WHY DID YOU COME TO JAPAN?
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| have many different interests. | like Japanese
art, like ukiyoe, textiles, and irezumi. |l love
Japanese fashion, music, and trains. | enjoy skiing
in the mountains around Gunma, as well as hot
springs, and travelling in general. | also collect
omamori - | have around 60 now.
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Before coronavirus, | lived in Nagasaki City. |
know it’s very far from Gunma, but if you have
the chance to visit, | highly recommend it. There
are beautiful beaches, and an amazing night view
of the city from Mount Inasayama. Also, it’s close
to Fukuoka, which has a youthful atmosphere,

and my favorite kind of ramen - Hakata-style
tonkotsu ramen with garlic.
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“I came to learn about collectivist

cultures, and | IoHﬁSanrio!”
Ava, from the

B e =" USA.
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| went on a trip to Japan with my friends in
2017.1 had so much fun, | liked the food,

the nature, the culture, and everyone was I
very friendly. | wanted to come back and

see everything! A few years later, | found )

out about teaching English in Japan, and m‘
decided to try it out. In 2023, my dream =
came true and | ended up teaching at an =37
elementary school in Gunma. I've enjoyed # 4§

explorlng the country W|th new frlends'
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Joey, from the USA.
Former ALT in Nagasaki City.
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Ewan, from the UK.

ALT at (Takasaki) Shiroyama
Elementary School
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When | studied Japanese at university, | became
) interested in languages and how languages are
' taught. The study of languages is called
A ‘linguistics’ in English. | became an ALT to learn |
v/ PS how English is taught to people who don't speak
ey English. | wanted to see the difference between
learning English as a native speaker, like | did,
and English as a foreign language. Of course, |

™ also wanted to improve my Japanese, too.’
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Raven from the USA
ALT at (Takasakl)
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So it seems like the main reasons

Japanes:e people were very
kind to them

They are very passionate about Japanese
' culture and language S 4
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An interesting activity is to search for
population information on the internet,

and imagine a country as a small village
of just 100 people.
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	ALTは何しに日本へ
	“Why did you come to live in Japan?”
	I came to live in Japan because of a lifelong interest in Japanese culture. This interest started when I was a child. I grew up watching anime before school (Pokemon, Sailor Moon, and Dragon Ball Z), and playing Nintendo games.
	When I was a high school student, I studied Japanese, and spent lots of time on online forums for fans of videogames and anime.
	When I finally had the chance to visit Japan in university. I went to Tokyo, Kyoto, Kobe and Osaka. I had such an amazing time, and everyone I met was so kind, so I decided to move back to live after graduation.
	I have many different interests. I like Japanese art, like ukiyoe, textiles, and irezumi. I love Japanese fashion, music, and trains. I enjoy skiing in the mountains around Gunma, as well as hot springs, and travelling in general. I also collect omamori - I have around 60 now.
	Before coronavirus, I lived in Nagasaki City. I know it’s very far from Gunma, but if you have the chance to visit, I highly recommend it. There are beautiful beaches, and an amazing night view of the city from Mount Inasayama. Also, it’s close to Fukuoka, which has a youthful atmosphere, and my favorite kind of ramen - Hakata-style tonkotsu ramen with garlic.
	By James ALT at Ota Higashi High School
	Youthful atmosphere: 若々しい雰囲気 Garlic (名): ニンニク


	“I came to learn about collectivist  cultures, and I love Sanrio!”
	Ava, from the USA.  ALT at Tatebayashi Girls High School

	When I was in junior high school, my Spanish teacher was sick, and the Japanese teacher taught us instead. She taught us how to make paper cranes and showed us pictures of Japan. At university, I really wanted to study abroad here in Japan, but couldn’t afford it. I learned about teaching English in Japan, and decided to give it a shot!
	Leydiana, from the USA ALT at Ota Girls High School
	I went on a trip to Japan with my friends in 2017. I had so much fun, I liked the food, the nature, the culture, and everyone was very friendly. I wanted to come back and see everything! A few years later, I found out about teaching English in Japan, and decided to try it out. In 2023, my dream came true and I ended up teaching at an elementary school in Gunma. I've enjoyed exploring the country with new friends!
	Elliot, from Australia  ALT at Shimomuroda Elementary School
	I came to Japan because I like Japanese culture, Japanese language, and Japanese people. I studied Japanese in university. I also studied abroad in Japan for one year, in Nagoya City. I met many friendly Japanese people when I was studying, and had a great time living in Japan. So I decided to come back to work in Japan.
	In particular, I’m interested in Japanese art. I now work translating old art books from the Edo period, and even earlier!
	Joey, from the USA. Former ALT in Nagasaki City.
	Before I was born my mother spent two years living in Japan as a teacher.
	When I was growing up I would always hear cool stories from my mother about Japan which made me want to go to Japan. I also always found Japanese culture like anime and video games really fun, and Japanese history very interesting. When I went to high school I was able to study Japanese and have been trying to learn more ever since.
	Andrew, from Australia.  ALT at Minakami Elementary School
	After university I wanted to travel and Japan was my number one choice. I just wanted to live in a country that had new things to see, new people to meet, and lots of delicious food to eat!  Japan is very far away from my home, the UK, so just getting the chance to live and work here is very lucky. And, Japan is famous for its beautiful mountains and scenery, which we have little of in the UK. I didn't realize how hot Summer would be though :(
	Ewan, from the UK. ALT at (Takasaki) Shiroyama Elementary School
	I love the Japanese language.
	At university, I needed to study a foreign language. I decided to try Japanese. I have been interested in Japanese since junior high school, when I first saw anime. I really liked a lot of the music in anime and wanted to understand it. So I tried to study Japanese alone in junior high school, but it was too difficult without a teacher. Finally in university I could study it!
	When I studied Japanese at university, I became interested in languages and how languages are taught. The study of languages is called ‘linguistics’ in English. I became an ALT to learn how English is taught to people who don't speak English. I wanted to see the difference between learning English as a native speaker, like I did, and English as a foreign language. Of course, I also wanted to improve my Japanese, too.
	I also have other reasons for coming here. For example, I want to travel a lot in Japan. I also like Japanese food and traditional Japanese culture, like kimono. But the main reason was to understand languages more. Both to study and understand Japanese, and to understand how English is taught.

	Raven, from the USA. ALT at (Takasaki) Tsukasawa Junior High School
	So it seems like the main reasons people move to Japan are:
	Japanese people were very kind to them
	They previously travelled to Japan and had a good experience
	They are very passionate about Japanese culture and language
	Did these responses surprise you?
	Are there any other questions you would like to ask foreigners living in Japan?
	An interesting activity is to search for population information on the internet, and imagine a country as a small village of just 100 people.
	If Japan were a village of just 100 people:
	Half of the people in the village are aged 50 years old or above.
	27 people would live in the same ‘house’ (Tokyo).
	23 people are aged 70 or above.
	15 people are aged below 20 years old.
	There are 2 babies and 3 foreign people.

