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There are many fun
summer festivals
around Gunma.
Let’s have a look at
some of them.
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Maebash ?Firews Festivals

¥ The Maebashi Fireworks Festival takes place every year, in | f 1 M
early August. This year was the 70th year it has been held. It ‘
takes place along the Tone River, near the Owatarl Brldge. It W
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Takasaki Summer Festival

The Takasaki Summer Festival
is Gunma's largest summer
event, featuring 300-year-old
festival floats, daruma shrines,
and 15,000 fireworks at night. It
is held every year, on a weekend
in late August. It takes place in
the center of Takasaki City, near
Takasaki Station.

There is a parade with floats,
dancing, music, and
performances.
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Kiryu Yagibushi Festival
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The Kiryu Yagibushi Festival is’a three-day summer celebration
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heldlannually on the first Frlday, Saturday, and Sunday of: |
Auguéi:"ln thermldde’of Kiryu City. People dance the tradltlonal ¥
yagibushi dance in circles around illuminated yagura towers k
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Kiryu Fireworks Festival

This is a newer fireworks festival - this year will be the 6™ year it
will be held. It takes place late September, in Kiryu City, at

Koume Kotohira Park, by the Watarase River. There are food and
drink stalls and,at 8pm, around 3,000 fireworks'are launched.
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This small festival is held on/he first v(eekend
of September. It is held to /c{é’lebrate the end of
summer and the return of the onsen- bathlng
seasons - autumnr« wmter S|/oring

There is a dance par on the [__n’éin road of
Minakami town :
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This festival in Numata involves a huge,
108-meter, 2-ton snake shrine. The giant
snake is made to honor the snake god of
Mount Akagi. The legend says the god of
Akagi fought another god, then healed its
wounds in the local hot springs. The
movements of this god made the
Katashma Gorge L
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The huge snake needs 200 people to
carry it through Oigami hot spring @&

§ town. There is also a smaller 20 meter ",; ST

snake carried by children. Although %;'u-“ -’3‘ A

the festival is held every year, a larger ,f.f
d festival is held every 12 years to ¢

celebrate the Year of the Snake.
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Itlis held on August 14 and 15 in the shopplng
o b C|ty programme with H|rosak|1§i|ty in " streets sets of. OJI itown in Ota City. It has'large -
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This felstwal held in July at Serada Toshogu Shrln. ,
| parade of ei ht large festival floats from tme Edoperiod:
There IS alts*é) tradltlonal shamlsen music, dancing, food"and

’¥|nk sti‘lls ,and a small flreworks display at mm
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OtalSummergFestival
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Oizumi Festival

The 53rd Oizumi Festival will be held on September 26 near
Nishi-Koizumi Station. It has parades, floats, and international
food stalls. There will be many Brazilian foods and performances.
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This is a festival that is held on August 15 every year.in;
Nagasaki/City, for obon. Spirit boats are made and pushed
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| NagasaklfKunch

1 b L e L IQZI R =a ]

. “‘"
This festlval is held in autumn, from October 7 to 9t at Suwa Shrine,
= the largest shrine in Nagasaki City. It started in the year 1634. It is
very international - there are Chinese dragon dances, and people

push giant floats that look like old Chinese and Portuguese sail ships.
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This is because Nagasaki has a history of trade with China, Portugal,
and the Netherlands, through the port of Dejima.
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I hope you had a very fun summer
break and could go to some of these
amazing summer festivals!
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	Ashikaga
	Fireworks
	Festival
	This year is the 110th Ashikaga Fireworks Festival - it started in 1903. It is one of the largest fireworks festivals in Kanto, with over 20,000 fireworks. Around 500,000 people attend each year. Be careful, public transport can get very, very busy!

	Maebashi Tanabata Festival
	The Maebashi Tanabata Festival is one of the largest star festivals in the Kanto area. It is held each year since 1951, it has handmade decorations and food stalls across Maebashi City.
	The festival is for 3 days in early July, around tanabata.

	Maebashi Fireworks Festivals
	The Maebashi Fireworks Festival takes place every year, in early August. This year was the 70th year it has been held. It takes place along the Tone River, near the Owatari Bridge. It has around 15,000 fireworks.

	Takasaki Summer Festival
	The Takasaki Summer Festival  is Gunma's largest summer event, featuring 300-year-old festival floats, daruma shrines, and 15,000 fireworks at night. It is held every year, on a weekend in late August. It takes place in  the center of Takasaki City, near Takasaki Station.
	There is a parade with floats, dancing, music, and performances.

	Kiryu Yagibushi Festival
	The Kiryu Yagibushi Festival is a three-day summer celebration held annually on the first Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of August in the midde of Kiryu City. People dance the traditional yagibushi dance in circles around illuminated yagura towers

	Kiryu Fireworks Festival
	This is a newer fireworks festival - this year will be the 6th year it will be held. It takes place late September, in Kiryu City, at Koume Kotohira Park, by the Watarase River. There are food and drink stalls and at 8pm, around 3,000 fireworks are launched.

	♨ Minakami Onsen Oide Matsuri ♨
	This small festival is held on the first weekend of September. It is held to celebrate the end of summer and the return of the onsen-bathing seasons - autumn, winter, spring.
	There is a dance parade on the main road of Minakami town, with food and music performances.

	Oigami Onsen Daija Festival
	This festival in Numata involves a huge, 108-meter, 2-ton snake shrine. The giant snake is made to honor the snake god of Mount Akagi. The legend says the god of Akagi fought another god, then healed its wounds in the local hot springs. The movements of this god made the Katashina Gorge.
	The huge snake needs 200 people to carry it through Oigami hot spring town. There is also a smaller 20 meter snake carried by children. Although the festival is held every year, a larger festival is held every 12 years to celebrate the Year of the Snake.

	Ojima Neputa Festival
	Serada Gion Festival
	This festival is held in July at Serada Toshogu Shrine. It has a parade of eight large festival floats from the Edo period. There is also traditional shamisen music, dancing, food and drink stalls, and a small fireworks display at night.

	Ota Summer Festival
	Oizumi Festival
	Nagasaki Spirit Boat Procession
	(精霊流し)
	Nagasaki Kunchi
	People carry shrines, with ４ children inside playing the drums. People throw the shrines into the air, and yell “Kokodeshou!”

